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Somers Lake Recreational Area Open House 
& Equestrian Play Day 

By Paulette Adair, WHC District 1 President  

We are excited to share highlights of the event we hosted on 
October 6, 2024, at Somers Lake 
Recreational Area, in northern Polk 
County, Wisconsin.  Our event 
“Somers Lake Recreational Area 
Open House & Equestrian Play Day” 
was well attended by several area 

horse people, who enjoyed a beautiful day on the trails 
and trying out the new equestrian obstacle course designed and built by both WHC 
District 1 Officers and the NW Wisconsin Equestrian Friends.  The day included a 

guided ride in the morning, hotdogs on the grill, visiting with 
friends, and was followed by another ride in the afternoon.  

Somers Lake Recreational Area, although 
open to several user groups, has been very 
underutilized and few horse people even 
knew it was open for equestrian use or 
had even heard about Somers Lake!  When 
our groups realized what a beautiful and 

fun place this was to ride, we knew this was a worthwhile project.  After consulting 
with Polk County Parks & Trails, we got the go ahead to do some trail maintenance 
and even add on to the existing trails!  Although quite beautiful, fun and challenging 

to ride, with hills and valleys, Somers Lake has only a little 
more than two miles of groomed trails.  We decided that 
adding an equestrian obstacle course would be perfect to 
create a unique and interesting asset to attract riders and 
encourage more trail use.  Somers Lake will continue to be a 
work in progress as we are making plans to update the area 
map, add all new signs, create new trails through the forest, 
and also additional obstacles to the course. 
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WHC Mission Statement 
To represent, protect and foster a unified equine industry in Wisconsin 

through leadership, education, service and communication. 

WHC Vision Statement 
To take a pro-active role in the future growth and development 

of the equine industry. 

Membership in the Wisconsin Horse Council is open to individuals, 
associations, businesses, societies, or other entities whose interests are 

in line with the WHC’s purpose and Mission Statement.  Our membership 
year follows the calendar year.  Members will receive a free e-newsletter 

and the option to purchase a printed newsletter where FREE classified 
ads can be placed and business card, 1/4, 1/2 and full page ads can be 

purchased as well.  The newsletter reaches 500+ horse enthusiasts. 
The WHC currently sends out six issues per year. 

The WHC employs a professional lobbyist who works with us on pending 
legislation as needed for the equine industry.  We continue to work on 

adding new benefits for our members.  Please feel free to contact us with 
your comments or suggestions.  Thank you! 

ATTENTION! 
 

Tear out pages 25 & 26 to fold as a 
handy brochure to keep or to share! 

This month’s featured brochure is  
“The Wisconsin Horse Council 

Supports you with Sponsorships & 
Trail Grants”. 

 

Wisconsin Horse Council 
Executive Board 2024 

Executive Officers 
President - Anne Murphy 
    608-513-4488 
    equuspo@gmail.com 
Vice President - Katie Bachhuber 
    920-539-0601 
    kbach@nconnect.net 
 Secretary - Jill Feller 
     920-948-9502 
     jfeller5732@outlook.com  
 Treasurer - Kricket Jewett 
    608-868-2609 
    kricketj@gmail.com 
 
 Executive Board of Directors 
Past President - Nancy Edwards 
262-853-5272, njrhorse80@gmail.com 
Director at Large - Gail Seasor 
608-576-9429, gailseasor@att.net 
Director at Large - Ron Miller,  
608-225-8019, ronmiller1@charter.net 
District 1 Rep - Chris Nelson 
715-557-0169, jpbird1862@gmail.com 
District 2 Rep - OPEN 
 
District 3 Rep - Bonnie Shepherd, 
262-670-1426, bonshepherd@outlook.com 
District 4 Rep - Floyd Finney, 
608-868-4543, floyd-diane@outlook.com 
District 5 Rep - Dana Sechler, 
608-963-2380, danasechler@hotmail.com 
 
Office Staff Member 
Darla Schack - Newsletter Editor/Website 
Administrator, Administrative Assistant 
darla@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org 
121 S. Ludington Street 
P.O. Box 72 
Columbus, WI  53925 
Phone:  920-623-0393 
info@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org 
 
Midwest Horse Fair 
Teri  Giannetti- General Manager 
teri@midwesthorsefair.com 
131 S. Ludington Street 
Columbus, WI  53925 
Phone:  920-623-5515 
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Welcome to the Wisconsin State Horse Council Equine Foundation 
The bond between an equestrian and their equine is an experience worth cherishing; we are 
dedicated to strengthening this bond and enriching the equestrian experience in Wisconsin 

through education, research, charity, and scholarship. 

Visit our website www.wisconsinhorsecouncil.org – Go to the 
WSHCEF tab at the top of the page 

What is the mission statement of the WSHC Equine Foundation? 
The Wisconsin State Horse Council Equine Foundation was created to better serve Wisconsin's growing         
equestrian community and to help that community realize its fullest potential. The Foundation is a tax exempt, 
non-profit 501(c) (3) organization, and as such allows individuals to make tax-deductible contributions to support 
Wisconsin equine projects. 

The mission of the Equine Foundation is to support Wisconsin's expanding equestrian community by funding: 

  * Educational Initiatives   * Trail Development 
  * Equine Research   * Youth Scholarship and Participation 

What is our relationship with the Wisconsin Horse Council? 
The Wisconsin Horse Council is our parent organization and the sole member of the WSHC Equine Foundation. 
WHC Board of Directors are elected to serve on the WSHC Equine Foundation Board of Directors, along with non-
WHC individuals.  The WHC was incorporated in 1972 as an advocate for the equine owners and industry in the 
State of Wisconsin. It has grown to become the focus of the equine industry in Wisconsin. 

The Mission Statement of the Wisconsin Horse Council is: To represent, protect and foster a unified equine      
industry in Wisconsin through leadership, education, service and communication. 

The WSHC Equine Foundation is a federally approved 501 (c)(3) non-profit corporation dedicated to the            
advancement of  equine activities and the equine industry in general. 

The Foundation's main objectives are to promote education, research and development, charity, and scholarship 
opportunities for equestrians in Wisconsin. 

WSHCEF Officers, Board Members & Volunteer Committee Members 
 

                  Officers 
 

President: Katie Bachhuber 
Vice President: Linda Ernsberger 
Secretary: Diane Sackett 
Treasurer: Nancy Young 
Board Members: Lori Helmer, Jan Pieper 
  James Harris, Jennifer Juliuson 
  Gail Seasor- WHC Exec BOD Rep. 

                            Volunteer Committee Members  

 

  Karen Meekma  Dave Kluge 
 Sharon Hookstead Roxanne Cromheecke-Kluge 
 Rich Ernsberger   
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 Wisconsin Horse Council’s Newest Program - ROUNDUP! 

Welcome to the WHC's newest program!  The WHC is working to support the equine related 
retailers in the State of Wisconsin, and so we devised this new program to help equine related 
businesses get some exposure! 

Completed maps must be received by the WHC Office no later than February 28, 2025, and the 
winners will be announced March 8, 2025 via email and/or phone plus posted on WHC 
Facebook page and www.wisconsinhorsecouncil.org. 

You must be a WHC Level I Member in order to participate.  A Roundup Program map will be 
mailed to you when you apply for membership.  Maps are also available at or can be 
requested from the WHC Office in Columbus and some of the retail locations.  One map per 
participant.  Must go to all 16 locations for 1st Place Prize drawing and 10 locations for 2nd 
Place Prize.  Those names will stay in for the rest of the prize drawings also.  Maps with at 

least 7 dealer stamps will be 
entered into a random drawing to 
win all other Prizes, 3rd thru 20th. 
  

PRIZES  
1st Place Prize $600 Gift 
Certificate 
 
2nd Place Prize $400 Gift 
Certificate 
3rd - 7th Place Prizes $200 Gift 
Certificate Each Place 
 
8th - 20th Place Prizes $100 Gift 
Certificate Each Place 
 
Completed maps must be 
received by the WHC Office no 
later than February 28, 2025, and 
should be mailed to: 
 

Wisconsin Horse Council 
121 S. Ludington St. 
P.O. Box 72 
Columbus, WI 53925 
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 New Prospect Horse Riders Campground Receives Donated Fire Rings 
Mike Komro, Board Member - Northern Kettle Moraine Horse Trail Association 

 

New Prospect, Wisconsin - September 25, 2024 – The New Prospect Horse 
Riders' Campground in the Kettle Moraine State Forest-North has received 
a generous donation of 22 new fire rings from the Northern Kettle 
Moraine Horse Trail Association and the Wisconsin Horse Council. These 
fire rings will enhance the camping experience for visitors and provide a 
gathering place for horse riders and their families. 

The donated fire rings were installed at every family campsite within the 
campground, allowing campers to enjoy cozy evenings by the fire. These 
new amenities will not only improve the overall camping experience but 
also contribute to the campground’s appeal as a popular destination for 
horse riders and outdoor enthusiasts. 

“We are incredibly grateful for the donation of these fire rings from the 
Northern Kettle Moraine Horse Trail Association and the Wisconsin Horse 
Council,” said Joe Giesfeldt, Assistant Superintendent, at Wisconsin DNR. 

“These fire rings will provide a valuable addition to our campground and enhance the enjoyment of our visitors.” 

The Northern Kettle Moraine Horse Trail Association and the Wisconsin Horse Council have a long history of 
supporting equestrian activities and promoting the preservation of horse trails in the Kettle Moraine State Forest. 
This donation is a testament to their commitment to providing exceptional facilities for horse riders and their 
families. 

About the New Prospect Horse Riders Campground: The New Prospect Horseriders' Campground has 22 family 
campsites with 20/30/50-amp electric service and three group sites. Each family campsite has a picnic table, fire 
ring and a 30x30-foot graveled area with high-line hitching posts and corrals for horses. 

The campground is centrally located in the state forest and provides easy access to the 33-mile bridle trail which 
traverses the length of the forest. There also are two loop trails, the 2.5-mile Crooked Lake Loop and the 4-mile 
Forest Lake Loop. All horse riders 16 years and older must have a state trail pass while using the designated bridle 
trails in the state forest. The campground opens the first weekend in May and closes the last weekend in 
October. 

About the Northern Kettle Moraine Horse Trail Association and the Wisconsin Horse Council: The Northern Kettle 
Moraine Horse Trail Association (NKMHTA) was established in September, 2003 to provide area equestrians an 
opportunity to make an impact working with the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources preserving, 
improving, and developing equestrian facilities in the Northern Kettle Moraine State Forest. 

The Wisconsin State Horse Council (WHC) is here for "the horse" and the people who own them or simply love 
them. We exist solely for the welfare of the horse and the betterment of our industry as a whole. 

WHC Mission Statement - To represent, protect and foster a unified equine industry in Wisconsin through 
leadership, education, service and communication. 
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PPaatt  JJeennkkiinnss  --  660088--663333--00227733    
ppjjeennkkiinnssqqhh@@cceennttuurryytteell..nneett  
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 Cowgirls for Agriculture Sports Education, Inc. (CASE) 
On August 17th & 18th, we saw the culmination of months of work done by our area’s 
new nonprofit. Located in Antigo, Wisconsin, Cowgirls for Agriculture Sports Education, 
Inc. (CASE) in collaboration with Black Hawk Hill Horse Park hosted their inaugural 
charity weekend, the “Good-Time” Obstacle Challenge and Trail Ride, at the Crocker 
Hills Equestrian Recreation Area in Elton, Wisconsin. The event was one of the first of 
many successes to come for our organization, drawing competitors and spectators from 
around the state. 

 
CASE would like to extend our sincere thanks to the Wisconsin Horse 
Council for making this event possible through their financial support and 
commitment to partnering with organizations to bring equine 
competitions around the state. Additionally, we want to thank our main 
event sponsor, Ho-Chunk Gaming of Wittenberg, for their pivotal 
contribution; without your help, this event would not have been such an 
achievement. 
 

Finally, we would like to acknowledge the 
dedication of our members for the countless 
hours spent volunteering during the weekend 
and the two preceding horsemanship clinics, 
led by two local equine professionals, Dawn 
Brandow and Mckenzie Glenetske. The clinics, 
both hosted at Black Hawk Hill Horse Park 

prior to the charity weekend, allowed attendees to gain experience navigating 
specific trail obstacles and establish further trust by honing the relationship 
between each horse and rider. One of the clinics was also youth-centric, with an 
invitation extended to those involved in the Langlade County 4-H Horse and 
Horseless Horse Project as a component of CASE’s burgeoning youth outreach. 
 

Three new obstacles, made possible by a grant from 
the Wisconsin Horse Council, were available for riders and their horses to practice 
on prior to and featured at the obstacle challenge. These obstacles are available for 
WHC members to use and practice with; for more information or details, please 
contact WHC District 2 President Shaughn Novy at (715) 610-1065. 
 

Cowgirls for Agriculture Sports Education (CASE) and our members look forward 
to working with Wisconsin Horse Council and the event sponsors again in the 
future. By continuing our mission of making equine, agriculture and sports 
education accessible to all in Langlade County and the surrounding area, we hope 
to build a generational legacy of family and youth involvement in equine activities 
for years to come. 

Left to right:  Carol Lese, Patti Brockman, 
Shaughn Novy, and first Place Winner of the 
Good-Time Obstacle Challenge and Trail Ride is 
Lisa Gerbers with Chancelor from Pulaski, WI. 
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 Moving Mountains at Governor Dodge State Park 
Submitted by the Friends of Governor Dodge 

Thanks to the efforts of the Friends 
group, multiple sections of Governor 
Dodge State Park’s 25 miles of multi-use 
trails will undergo repairs this fall. The 
picture shows a small part of the 261 tons 
of breaker rock and gravel recently 
purchased by the Friends and delivered 
by Rule Construction of Dodgeville.  Soon, 
park maintenance staff will begin grading 
and strategically placing breaker rock and 
gravel to stabilize steep trail sections 
where years of torrential rains have led 
to significant erosion. Low-lying and 
chronically muddy areas will have 

 

material added to improve footing for both two and four-legged trail users. 
 
Improving trail conditions is a particular goal for the Friends in 2024.  The group’s equestrian 
committee held a fundraising ride and hike In June with the proceeds designated for trail 
maintenance and improvements.  Thanks to many generous sponsors and participants, 
including the Wisconsin Horse Council, and dedicated volunteers giving many hours of their 
time, the event raised just over $6,000.  The Friends were also awarded a State of Wisconsin 
2024 Heritage Trust grant of $3,000 for facilities and trail maintenance, bringing the project 
budget to $9,000. Funds will be used to pay for machine and operator hours in addition to 
materials. 
 
The Friends, led by Vice President Chip Forrest, have also undertaken the replacement of 20 
steps on the park’s scenic Pine Cliff Nature Trail. A $1,000 Natural Resource Foundation Quiet 
Trails grant paid for timbers and other materials for this project, and outside groups have 
assisted in the highly labor- intensive process of removing old, rotted timbers, setting new 
ones, and backfilling with gravel. The Pine Cliff trail is a hiking-only trail that traverses 
Governor Dodge State Park’s designated Natural Area, showcasing typical Driftless area 
topographic and plant features. Horse riders are encouraged to leave their mounts in camp 
and head over to the Pine Cliff Trailhead near the Enee Point parking area to explore this 
lovely park feature. 

Jean Warrior, President of the Friends of Governor Dodge and 
longtime horse enthusiast, on the mountain of gravel which will 
be used for trail improvements.  
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 Jefferson County Draft Horse Association 
By Jackie Schuster, JCDHA Secretary 

The 2024 show season has come to an end.  
The Walworth County Fair had a great turn out 
this year. There were approximately 68 horses 
and some newer exhibitors coming back to 
show.  There were 5 Senior Showmanship, 1 

Junior Showmanship, and 3 Pee Wee exhibitors.  It was great seeing all the exhibitors trying 
their best out in the arena.  They learned a lot when the judge informed them on how they 
could improve.  The halter classes were on Friday, some of the cart and team classes were on 

Saturday, and Sunday was the 6, 4, unicorn 
and men’s team hitches classes.  On Saturday 
and Sunday the hitches were able to parade 
around before the trotter races.  We hope that 
everyone was able to enjoy the fairs this year, 
and that those who showed learned from their 

experiences in the show ring.  The weather was perfect for the fair this year, and we hope we 
will see everyone back next year! 
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 NNOOTTEESS  OOFF  TTHHAANNKKSS……  
Wisconsin Horse Council District 3: 

Thank you for sponsoring our Friday Night Lights racing series! 

2024 Waukau Flying Mane 

 
WHC District 3: 

Thank you so much for your support of our versatility show.  
Our show was a success, due in part, to your generosity.  This was a family-friendly fun 
casual show that was enjoyed by all.  We even had an exhibitor from Indiana!  She has so 
much fun, she’s coming back next year.  Thank you! 

Wisconsin Walking Horse Association 

Please stop by the Wisconsin 
Horse Council’s table at the 
Heartland Horse Festival on 

November 2, 2024, in Custer, 
WI, and say hello! 

We encourage all WHC Free 
Youth Members to attend 

and sign up to volunteer to 
help with this exciting event.  

Simply stop by the WHC 
table and sign up on the day 

of the event in order to 
volunteer your time, and you 

could earn free Midwest 
Horse Fair general admission 

tickets and a long-sleeved 
WHC t-shirt!  Present your 

new WHC Free Youth 
Membership card that was 
recently mailed to you and 
receive free food too!  We 

hope to see you there! 
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MMeerrrryy  
CChhrriissttmmaass!!  

HHaappppyy  
TThhaannkkssggiivviinngg!!  

Upcoming Events 2017  

 
 
 

November 2024 
November 2 Lazycreek Farm 2024 Pleasure & Speed Show, W5358 Old Sixty Road, Juneau, WI, 
  10 am, Contact 920-386-8058 
November 2 Heartland Horse Festival, Heartland Equestrian Center, 7510 Deer Rd., Custer, WI 
   54423, Equine Vendor Fair, Six Curated Clinics, Keynote Speakers, go to 
  www.heartlandec.com or visit their Facebook page for details 
November 3 WHC District 3 Fall Fun Wrap-Up - Trail Clinic & Meeting, Sackett Ranch, N9320 Fir 
  Road, Burnett, WI, Follow WHC District 3 on Facebook for updates 
November 11 Veterans Day 
November 23 WHC District 5 Tack Swap, Club 16, Sparta, WI, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
November 28 Thanksgiving 
 
December 2024 
December 1 WHC Annual Awards Equine of the Year Nomination submission deadline 
December 24 Christmas Eve 
December 25 Christmas Day 

*** Also check WI Pleasure Horse Shows on Facebook! *** 

  WHC Calendar of Upcoming Events 
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FOR SALE:  Send information to info@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org to have it included! 

 

Oak Hitch Wagon:  All clear oak, no paint or body filler, 
chrome hardware, 49” wheels, roller bearings, 5th wheel, 
carriage lantern lights, 134”x51” box with benches, 84” high 
seat, hydraulic brakes, asking $6,500.  Phone or text 
920-210-1560 or email stevehhaase@gmail.com. 

___________________________________________ 
 

5-Acre Potential Horse/Hobby Farm:   
LG insulated 40’x96’ shed, horse barn, 3 bedroom home, beautiful views sits up on a hill. 

 
 
 

 

Asking $220,000, Granton, 
Clark County, Wisconsin.   

 

Phone Terry Post 
715-819-3854 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
EXCLUSIVELY for WISCONSIN HORSE COUNCIL MEMBERS ONLY! 

FREE CLASSIFIED ADS in OUR NEWSLETTER! 
Ads will be posted for 4 consecutive newsletters.  Subject to editing to fill space.  

Ads must be personal for your horse and equine related items.  Not for commercial/business advertising. 
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District 3 includes the counties of: Brown, Calumet, Dodge, 
Door, Fond du Lac, Green Lake, Kewaunee, Manitowoc, 
Outagamie, Ozaukee, Sheboygan, Washington, Waupaca, 
Waushara, and Winnebago 

District 4 includes the counties of: Dane, Grant, Green, 
Iowa, Jefferson, Kenosha, Lafayette, Milwaukee, Racine, 
Rock, Walworth, and Waukesha 

District 5 includes the counties of: Adams,  Buffalo, 
Clark, Columbia, Crawford, Jackson, Juneau, La Crosse,              
Marquette, Monroe, Portage, Richland, Sauk, Trempea-
leau, Vernon, and Wood 

District 1 includes the counties of:  Ashland, Barron,      
Bayfield, Burnett, Chippewa, Douglas, Dunn,  Eau Claire, 
Iron, Pepin, Pierce, Polk, Price, Rusk,  Sawyer, St. Croix, 
Taylor and Washburn 
District 2 includes the counties of: Florence, Forest,         
Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon, Marinette, Menominee, 
Oconto, Oneida, Shawano, and Vilas 

D
istricts

 

www.wisconsinhorsecouncil.org

Join us on Facebook and become a friend.  You will receive the most 
up -to -date information and connect with  fellow horse people.   
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WHC District 1:
Contact - Paulette Adair
715-445-2904
cca2lucky@gmail.com

WHC District 2:
Contact - Shaughn Novy 
715-610-1065
slnovy20@gmail.com
 

WHC District 3:
Contact - Katie Bachhuber 
920-539-0601
rideendurance2@yahoo.com

WHC District 4:
Contact - Floyd Finney 
608-201-9539
floyd-diane@outlook.com

WHC District 5:
Contact - Dana Sechler 
608-963-2380
danasechler@hotmail.com

CounciLetter Deadline 
The deadline for articles, upcoming events and 

advertisements for the WHC CounciLetter is: 

January / February Issue: 
December 15th at noon 

Articles must be equine related, may not be for commercial 
benefit and must be sent to us in a timely fashion.  The 

Editor reserves the right to revise or refuse articles.  
Ads and articles are best sent in electronic format 

(prefer MS Word or Adobe Acrobat) to: 

info@wisconsinhorsecouncil.org 

Office hours:  Monday-Friday  -  8am-4pm 



Join us on Facebook and become a friend.  You will receive the most 
up -to -date information and connect with  fellow horse people.   

    Important Dates to Remember 
 
 

November 3 WHC District 3 Fall Fun Wrap-Up - Trail Clinic & Meeting 
November 11 Veterans Day 
November 23 WHC District 5 Tack Swap 
November 28 Thanksgiving 
 
 
December 1 WHC Annual Awards Equine of the Year Nomination Deadline 
December 24 Christmas Eve 
December 25 Christmas Day 

* Please check out our Calendar of Upcoming Events, included in each issue of the CounciLetter, as 
well as posted on the WHC website, for shows, fundraisers, clinics, tack sales and more! 


